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 All Israeli cancer researchers, from postdocs to professors, are
eligible to apply for ICRF research grants, of which there are several 
types. Modeled after the U.S. National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
grant process, applications are rigorous and subject to peer review by a 
rotating panel comprised of eminent U.S. and Canadian scientists and 
oncologists.

 Israel’s innovative success stems from a number of factors, including 
creating a culture that encourages its citizens to ask the next question and 
defy the obvious.  Factors such as obligatory military service, renowned 
universities, smart big government, a dearth of natural resources and  
diversity come together as national characteristics to explain how tiny 
Israel became an innovation powerhouse.

 Members of ICRF's SRP serve for a maximum period of 3 years to 
ensure fairness and impartiality

 All applications are reviewed independently by a minimum of two panel 
members before being assessed collectively by the SRP at an annual 
meeting where new proposals are rated, current grants are assessed, and 
final priorities are determined 

 Applications are judged based on a set of criteria including: scientific 
merit, originality, and importance of the proposed project; research 
methods and objectives; publication lists and scientific achievements 
of the applicant(s); laboratory description and references; budgetary 
requirements; and independent recommendations

 The panel is careful to consider the long-term nature of the scientific 
process and the potential need for long-term support

How ICRF Selects the Most 
Promising Cancer Research Projects

Did You Know?
Eli Canaani, Ph.D. performed molecular 
research leading to the development of Gleevec, 
the first drug to directly target cancer cells, now 
being used to treat Chronic Myelogenous 
Leukemia.  Born in Tiberius, Israel, Dr. Eli 
Canaani performs his research work at the Canaani performs his research work at the 
Weizmann Institute of Science’s Department 
of Molecular Cell Biology, where he has been 
since 1981, after earning his doctorate at the 
University of California at Berkeley and 
performing postdoctoral work at the National 
Cancer Institute in Bethesda, Maryland. 



Why ICRF?

Israel Cancer Research Fund is the largest nationwide 
charitable organization in North America dedicated solely to 
eradicating cancer through life-saving research in Israel. 
ICRF-funded scientists are consistently at the forefront with 
discoveries that have revolutionized cancer treatment worldwide.

Your money goes a lot further in Israel. Overhead costs are 
significantly lower than in the United States. Importantly, awards go significantly lower than in the United States. Importantly, awards go 
directly to the researcher without any university or institute 
overhead reduction. 

ICRF awards are made by a rigorous grant review process, solely on 
the basis of scientific merit and the ability of the individual scientist 
to make a significant impact in their field. Awards are granted to the 
most promising and capable Israeli cancer researchers. 

ICRF funding helps the best and brightest young Israeli scientists ICRF funding helps the best and brightest young Israeli scientists 
to continue their research careers at home, ensuring a more vibrant 
scientific community and reaffirming the State of Israel's relentless 
pursuit of scientific innovation and its commitment to help heal the 
world.

Israel has the highest concentration of scientists per capita than any 
other developed country.

When you give to ICRF, 
you are funding world class 
cancer research. Period. 



ICRF: Our Successes

Won Israel’s first two Nobel Prizes in the sciences 
(2004 Nobel Laureates in Chemistry, Prof. Avram 
Hershko and Prof. Aaron Ciechanover) 

Demonstrated that the p53 gene acts as a tumor  
suppressor – one of the hallmark discoveries in cancer  
in the 20th century  

Identified the molecular structure of the Philadelphia Identified the molecular structure of the Philadelphia 
Chromosome, the first genetic linkage identified in 
leukemia, leading to the development of Gleevec, one 
of the first targeted cancer therapies

Helped to develop the cancer drug Doxil, for ovarian, 
breast, and AIDS-related cancers

Made discoveries leading to the life-saving cancer drug Made discoveries leading to the life-saving cancer drug 
Velcade, for multiple myeloma

Israeli cancer researchers take a unique approach that yields 
results. Over the years, ICRF-funded scientists have:

Did You Know?
2004 Nobel Prize winner in Chemistry 
Prof. Aaron Ciechanover received his 
very first funding award from ICRF, very first funding award from ICRF, 
which enabled him to return to Israel 
from a post-doctoral fellowship at MIT. 
Were it not for ICRF, Prof. Ciechanover 
may not have been able to pursue his 
outstanding academic career in Israel. 



ICRF: About Us 
ICRF was founded in 1975 by a group of American and Canadian physicians, scientists, 
and laypeople who recognized the extraordinary accomplishments and unique global 
impact of Israeli scientific and medical research.

At the same time, this bold group sought to prevent the "brain drain" of Israel’s most promising 
cancer researchers to foreign universities due to the country's lack of funding for newly-minted 
PhDs, as well as accomplished young scientists.  

Thanks to ICRF, many talented Israeli researchers have been able to launch their professional 
scientific careers in Israel. The grants have incentivized many post-doctoral fellows to return from 
overseas fellowship, start careers, establish laboratories in Israel, and conduct breakthrough research 
which has put Israel on the map of vital centers in the global fight against cancer.

Keeping Israeli scientists in Israel has served to bolster the entire Israeli economy. Scientific discoveries have Keeping Israeli scientists in Israel has served to bolster the entire Israeli economy. Scientific discoveries have 
spawned the development of new drugs and therapies, new revenue streams from global pharmaceutical 
companies, global venture capital investment, and the creation of new start-up companies, as well as 
job-creation for new Life Science graduates. Ultimately, ICRF helps Israel's best and brightest scientists 
maintain their rightful place on the world stage, bringing recognition, praise, and pride to the State of Israel.

Headquartered in New York, U.S., ICRF has grown to include offices in Los Angeles, Chicago, Florida, 
Coachella Valley, Connecticut, Toronto, Montreal, and Jerusalem, all dedicated to raising funds to support Coachella Valley, Connecticut, Toronto, Montreal, and Jerusalem, all dedicated to raising funds to support 
Israeli cancer research. 

To date, ICRF has allocated more than US$ 63 million via more than 2,300 
fellowships, project grants, career development awards and professorships.



ICRF: Major Gifts
When you give to ICRF, you join a family of forward-thinking 
philanthropists, focused on the most important thing – finding a cure. 
There are several options for giving and every gift makes a difference.



ICRF: Our Institutions

 Assaf Harofeh Medical Center
 Bar-Ilan University
 Ben-Gurion University of the Negev/Soroka  
    Medical Center
 Carmel Hospital
 Chaim Sheba Medical Center
 Edith Wolfson Hospital
 Hadassah University Hospital
 Hebrew University/Hadassah Medical School
 Kaplan Hospital
 MIGAL – Galilee Technology Center

ICRF is "institution-neutral." We aren't limited by loyalty to any particular research facility. We 
fund scientists across the State of Israel, and go wherever the best science takes us. To date, 
we have funded scientists affiliated with the following medical and scientific research institutes:

 Western Galilee Medical Center 
 National Institute of Oceanography
 Rabin Medical Center, Beilinson & Golda Campuses
 Rambam Medical Center
 Schneider Children’s Medical Center of Israel
 Shaare Zedek Medical Center
 Technion, Israel Institute of Technology
 Tel-Aviv Sourasky Medical Center
 Tel-Aviv University
 Volcani Institute
 Weizmann Institute of Science
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When you give to ICRF, you join a family of forward-thinking 
philanthropists, focused on the most important thing – finding a cure. 
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